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SUBJECT: GUIDELINES ON THE CERTIFICATION OF GOOD
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES (GAP) FOR FRUITS AND
VEGETABLE (FV) FARMING

The Bueau ol Agricullure and [FFisheries Product Slandalds (BAFPS) crealed

pursuant lo Republic Acl 8435 or the Ayricullure and Fisheries Modernization Act of

1997 (AFMA) ic mandaled lo fonnulale and enforce standards of qualily in

processing, preservalion, packaging, labeling, importation, exportation, distiibution
~ and advertising ol agiicullure and fisheries products.

Recognizing liberalization of huil and végelable trade and {he incessanl need lo
compele i the inlernalional markel, itis imporlant that safety and qualily of fruits
and vegelables, which are consumed fresh, are ensured. The best approach lo
maintain the wholesomeness nature and sale consumplion of edible horlicultural
produce is lo syslemalically idenlify and establish management praclices (hat
minimizeg chances ol exlernal and inlernal contamination from the farm-lo-fork
chain. Consequently, the governmenlt has lo develop and enforce the Code of Good
Agricullural Praclices (GAP) Uioughoul the counlry in close collaboration with
olakeholders.  To assure hal agricullural farms are adhering lo GAP, lhere is an
imperalive need to provide specific guidelines in GAP Certification.

1. Objeclives of Cerlification. The cerlificalion of agricullural farms is aimed lo
allain the followiny:

1.1.To increase lhe markel access of horlicullural products both in the fceal and
[oreign maikels

1.2.To empower fanners (o respond lo he demands of consumers (hal specmc
crileria lo achieve food salely and qualily be met

1.3. To facilitale farmer adoplion of suslainable agricullural praclices

1.4.To uplilt GAP-FV farmers prolile as member of the nalionally recognized list
of vegelable farners who aie selling the benchmark fox lhe produclion of

sale and qualily fruils and vegelables -

0.To enable consumers ecxercise (he oplion of buying quality fruits and

vegelable lrom l accable and cerlified .
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Scope of Guidelines. This eslablishes the rules applied by the Dep'u(ment of
Agricullure (DA) for granling, maintaining and withdrawing Good Agricultural
Praclices (GAP) Ceilificale Lo individual growers or farms in the fresh fruit and
vegelable seclor or lo their Produce Markeling Organizations (PMOs) that market

and or trade the produce.

. Administralor

3.1, Composilion. The  Good  Agricultural - Praclices  (GAP)  Ceilificalion
Commiillee shall be comipused ol (he Direclors of attached agencies of the
Department of Agricullure (DA), representalives from the private seclor, non-
government organizalion, and academe.

Chairpersorn: Bureau of Agricullure and Fisheries
. Product Slandards (BAFPS)

Co-chairperson:  Bureau of Plant Induslry

Members: Fertilizer and Peslicide Authority (FPA)
Bureau of Animal Induslry (BAI)
Bureau ol Soil' and Waler Management
(BSWM)
GMA-High Value Commercial Crops (HVCC)
Program
Represenlalive, Piivale seclor
Represenlalive, NGO/PO
Represenlalive, Acadeine

3.2. Tasks. The Comumillee shall be tasked lo:

3.2.1. Review and approve applicalions

3.2.2. Endorse lo the Secrelary a list of applicants lo be ISoUCd a Good
Agricullural Praclices (GAP) Cerlilicale

3.2.3. Review and approve any changes in slandards and fees

3.2.4. llear appeals

3.2.5. Annually review invesligalions of complaints about abuses in the

" production and sale of producls that do not adhere to GAP

3.2.6. Delermine penallies (or abuse of slandards or mark

3.2.7. Megoliale salisfaclory selllement of complaint and reimbursement for
‘lhe invesligalion cost

3.2.8. Designale qualified Nalional and Regional Inspeclors

3.3. Secrelariat.  The Bureau of Agyricullure and Fisheries Product Standards
(BAFPS) shall act as secmhnal of the GAP Cerhﬂcallon Commitlee.
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3.4.Inspeclors.  The Nalional Inspectors based in the Cenlral Offlices shall be
composed of identilied lechnical personnel duly designaled by lhe Direclors
of the Bureau of Plant Induslry (BP1), Ferlilizer and Pesticide Authority (FPA),
Bureau of Animal Industry (BAl) and Bureau of Soils and Waler Management i
(BSWM) and the Bureau of Agricullure and Fisheries Product Slandards i
(BAFPS). Regional Inspeclors replicaling the composilion of the Nalional :
Inspectors duly recommended by Lheir respeclive Regional lleads if any,
shall be consliluled as the need arises

4. Applicalion

N 4.1.Nalure of applicants.  The Depailinent of Agriculture (DA) Cerlificalion
Scheme shall be based on (lwee (3) oplions, depending on the type of
organization thal is requesting ceilificalion.

4. 1.1, Individual grower s )
4.1.2. Produce Markeling Organizalion (PMO) ; :

4.1.3. A company/corporalion thal applies a nalional or company scheme :
4.2.The applicant shall submil the compleled application form {o the Secrelary'of :
the Departiment of Agriculture (DA) through the Good Agricullural Practices :
(GAP) Cerlification Commiillee. -

: . : L
4.3. Supporling Documents. Accompanying the accomplished form are: - n

4.3.1. Farnm/Organizalion profile . ;

4.3.2. Company/corporalion Cetliflicale of registration IE

4.3.3. Track record of the farm or company/corporation L

4.3.4. For Produce Maikeling Oiganizalions (PMOs). The- PMOs must :
illustrale that it has-100% conlrol of the registered growers of the group
requesling for cerlificalion, all individual growers operale under (he same
management syslems and adhere lo the Department of Agricullure (DA)
Code ol Good Agricullural Mraclices (GAP).

4.4. [Fees.

4.4.1. The Cerlilicalion Commillee shall establish the guidelines o fix
reasonable fees and charges lo cover the administrative expenses lo be
incurred duing the evaluation, inspeclion and audit. :

4.4.2. The charge for lhe first cerlificalion will cover administrative expenses
incurred by the Commillee during evaluation and audit expenses of
inspeclors.

4.4.3. Re-cerlificalion requites lhe re-audit of farm on the GAP-FV guidelines
and will be conducled one (1) monlh prior to the expiry of the exisling
cerlification.” AR DE AGRICUL T
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5. Cerlilicalion

5.1. AuditInspection ,
5.1.1. Aller the Cerlificalion Commiillee has evalualed the application, the
Commillee will'nolify the farm within thirty (30) days on the farm audit
dale prior lo the cerlificalion or the renewal of the application
5.1.2. The inspeclor may take samples of water, soil, plant lissue, plants elc.
for lesling. A receipl will be given lo the producer; the producer will not
charge he GAP Program for lhe sample taken. The applicant will pay
the cosl of esling, and the applicant will receive a copy of the analysis.
5.1.3. Inspeclors shall conducl an “exit” inlerview with the applicant or
authorized representalive upon completion of the inspeclion process.
The inspeclor shall cover all polential problem areas noled on the

inspeclion form. :

5.2. Issuance of GAP Cerlilicale i
|

K

5.2.1. The awarding of GAI’-FV Cerlification is based upon compliance set in
lhe Code of Good Agiicullural Praclice (GAP) pertaining lo farm {
struclure, environment and ainlenance, farming praclices and farm . i
management during farm checks and the diligent observalion of the
regulalions of GAP-FV cerlification. The compliance crileria include

8.2.1.1. Compliance o lhe Code of Practice of Good Agricullural
~ Praclice (GAP)

5.2.1.2. Implementalion of a transparent and lraceable syslem to keep
lrack of sale and qualily vegelable production from sowing lo
harvesl/packaying .

5.2.:1.3. Documenlalion of farn management to help trace lhe history of
farm produce.  The lann must also identify a coordinator to
represent the farm in the cerlification matters. The farm records
must be kept for two (2) years. New farm applying for cerlificalion
imusl have three (3) months of farm records.

5.2.2. Upon the review of (e inspeclion report, the GAP Cerlificalion
Commillee shall approve, deny or place an application in pending. If
placed in pending or denied, the Chairperson will have fifteen (15) days
Lo nolily the applicanl.

6.2.3. Upon approval -of applicalion, (he report of the GAP Cerlificalion i
Commillee togelhier willi lhe recommendation to issue GAP Cerlificale o - [r
the applicant shall be endorsed o the Office of- the Secretary of the |
Departiment of Agiicullure for approval.

5.2.4. Afler the Secrelary of (e Deparliment of Agriculture has conceded, the "
GAP  Prcgram Cerlificalion Committee shall assign an unequivocal |
permanent regislration number and issues a GAP Cerlificate.i = r#iral UF AGRICUL Ly
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5.2.5. The GAP Ceilificalion award enlilles the applicant lo use an oflicial
matk "Good Agricultural Praclice for Fruits and Vegelable Farming” in
accordance with the provision sel out herein.

6. Renewal of Good Agiicullural Praclices (GAIP) Certificate

G.1.Good Agricullural Praclices (GAPP) Program participants shall renew GAP - ,
Cerlificale by submilling & new applicalion three (3) years afler it has been H
issued. Application for renewal shall be done one (1) month prior (o the
anniversary dale of lhe cerlificale.

G.2.Upon ieceipl ol lhe renewal request, a new cerlificate shall be issued and an
-inspeclion shall be peiformed within (he following thirly (30) days, preferably :
during the growing or packing scason. :

7. Adveilisement

7.1, The “Good Agricullural Practice lor Fruils and Vegetable Farming” Mark is an $
official Mark (o be pul on fiuils and vegelables produced by cerlified farms. It i
is an olfense for any farm or company to use the Mark to advertise the farm
fruits and vegelables nol produced by the farm or when farm is nol cerlified. t

- 1

. g t :

7.2.Ceilified farms are allowed lo adverlise wilh the Mark. This privilege will be I
withdrawn in lhe evenl of non-compliance with -the regulalions and i
guidelines. ,|

. . ,l

7.3.The Mark may be used on lellertheads of the company and in adverlisement i
Inalerials such as brochures and packaging bags for promotion of the farm
and must adhere Lo the given specificalions. g

7.4 A malerials conlaining e Maile shall be submitled to GAP Cerlification '
Commillee for approval in their use and release to the public. f

8. Revocalion ol GAP Ceililicale
1
y il

Cerlified farms must observe and comply wit the GAP Certification Guidelines. I

IFarms musl comply wilh all major crileria as specified in the Code o! Good I

Agricullural Praclice. Mon-compliance with the Code of GAP shall result in he X

lvss of approval. [Failure to comply wilh any part of the guidelines may iivolve |

lines, suspension or withdrawal of award, which will ; 2 publicly announced. i

; I
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9. Conlidentiality

All employees, conliaclors, and comimillee members must adhere 1o the
principles of conlidentialily. Informalion submitted by applicants for approval will
not be released lo the public, including produclion practices, ingredients,
customer list, complaint log, elc. without wrilten permission of the applicant.
IHowever, the following informalion may be released. e

9.1. the name, address and lelephone nuinber of the applicant

9.2.to conflinm whelher or not the applicanls operation was approved on a -

specific dale
9.3. any information {o comply wilh a courl order
9.4.any informalion lo comply wilh a request from the GAP Cerlification

Commillee invesligaling an alleged complaint

.Conllicl of Inlerest

Conlflict of inleresl is deflined as having an economic interest with a producer or
packer under review for approval one year prior to, during or one year alter work
or employment was concluded. Slalf, contractors and commitlee members with
a conllict” of inleresl must nake lhe conflict known and not parlicipale in
discussion or decisions regarding the producer or packer under review.

. Addilional Regulztions

Olher regulalions may be inlroduced and nolified when they become necessary
lo ensure produclion of sale and quality vegelables in certified farms.

Elfeclivity

This Order shall lake elfect lilleen (15) days afler its filing wilh the UFP Law
Cenler.
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Hepubtiba ny Pillpinas )
Cagawaran ny Pagsasaka
PANIBANSANG PANGASIWAAR NG PAGSASAKA AT PANHGINGISDA
(Haticnal Agricultural and Fishory Council)
UDllinan, Lungsod ng Quezon
Tel o, 228.07-41 o G5 local 510

CONMITUHIE O FO0D CROPS
Honolution No. 10
Series of 20056

RECOMNMENDING TO THIEZ SECRETARY OF I\GRICULTL’RE TO IMVIEDIATELY
APPROVE THE ADNINMISTIRATIVEE ORDER ENTITLED “GUIDELINES ON THE

CERTIFICATION OF GOOD AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES FOR FRUITS AND
VEGETABLE FARMING” : '

WHIZREAS, ensuiing the safely and qualily of various Philippine agricultural
commodilies  specilically ol fruils and  vegetables is essenlial in the

international maikel in order o altain global compeliliveness for our

indusliies,

7Tt

WHERIZAS, he 1ecenl cases of 1ejeclions ol our fruils and vegelables .if:l lhe

exporls markel due o improper applicalion of peslicices and other chemicals,

as well as the nun adherence v yood agricullural praclices create neyalive
impact lo our local industries; '

WHERIZAS, the privale seclor slrunmly‘bcliuvos thal the issuance ol guidelines on
the certification of good agricullul practices (GAP) for fruits and vegelables
is lony overdue,

WIHERIEAS, the Commillee likewise [ezls thal the immediale issuance of the
Administrative Order (AO).will adl-hiess the various concerns allecling (he
salely and qualily of agricullural comninodities especially in the export markel,

NOW, THEREFORIEE, BE IT RESOLVED AS 1T 15 HEREERY RESOLVED, hal the
NAIFC Sub-Commillee on FFruils < nd Vegelables under the Comumnitlee on
IFood Crops recomimend o (he Suectelary of Agriculture Lo immedialtely
approve he A.O. entilled "Guidelin:2s on the Cerlification of Good Agricultural
I'ractices fur FFruils and Vegelable Fanning.” ) E

Unanimously adopled during the meting of the NAFC Sub-Comimillee on Fruils
and Vegelables under the Cununi tee on Food Crops on June 7, 2005 at the
NAFC Apacible Cunference Roeon | did Floor, Apacible Hall, DA Compound,
Diliman, Quezon Cily. .

A e A .,
At ee) el by
. VICENTE . LIV DULCE . GOZON
Chairperson, NAFC Commillee « 1 +*  Chairperson, NAFC Sub-Comimnillee on
. Food Crops ~ Fruits and Vegelables

June 30, 2005
Nuoezon Cily




